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'.<. ill remain open for several more months . The refinery 
. L-p.s about 200 men. See story elsewhere for more complete 
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f o r Action, Not Defea t 
. when un athletic team finds itself on the br ink of defftnt 
i rral ly pull.i it.sclf to victory by hard play and Inspiration, 
u Fi-ed<-rici<town lespwnd lo tho news that the min iM and 

iC uperation.i at National ore to clo.ie next week. ' 
:r mntter of f»tt, wc must lo<?k with a great deal ot .-iatl.i-
ji'.d pride on the proRress of Kredericktown since the duys 

"''•yi-A\. Dt'presKiun. .Since that time we have profited trcmen-
!iv ihn Ii.'ud industry, n.»ho«' factory exisl.^ which cmijioys 
Jill'. w« hnvi; improved our itandardx of l iving by good 
vHiir and power facilltlen, we have fine schools (und ne«d 
.̂ fh l i i ivf seviT.-il .nmaller indusljlos. Black Klver ElOctric 
(VC hns movrd tn our community, a hospitnl wi th B7 beds 

•thorlfv Willi Jl Inrgi" pnvrnll. n new indusfry employing 
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; The liJational Lead Co., Ks employees arid th^X'^'*'^*!^*''-
tof Fredericktown are sweating out a~ notice.;Vpirted^'.rJtsrt:' 
week to the effect that.th«» rnine and;nii ir pperat iohs.df . th^ ' 
company "wiil cease on January '31 . Equally' W o r f y l n j f s i : . 
whether or not the refinery wi l l continue tp-ope(rj^te;,:"':;"\^ 

This week, through O. D.Niedermeyer, genelra!,man
ager, the fol lowing statement was released: i . . , 

"The St Louis Smelt ing and Refining-Division, Nat ional L e a d 
Company, announces the closing of its lead mining opera t ion a t 
Freder icktown. .\ro. on J . inuary 31,, 1961, d u e ' t o economic deyelop-
men t i . The Division mine and mill at F r e d e r i c k t p w a erriploys 
about 160 people a n d . h a s been in oporation since 1944, producing 
lead and c-opper concentrates for .sale^to--smelter. 

"The ,St. Loui.^ Smell ing and "̂  
Refining Division also operates a 
refinery al Freder icktown eni-
ploying about 200 people tor the 
production of metalHc cobalt and 
nickel and copper precipitates. 
Thi"! facility has been using, as a 
raw material , by-product concen
t ra te from the mining operations. 
Studies are now being made on 
the po.s!;ibillties for continuing 
operations at the refinery." 

On J a n u a r y 20 the following 
te legram was sent to J. R. 'Van-
Camp at Danville, 111.: "Freder
icktown mine to be shut down. 
Possibility exists that refinery 
can operate if certain conditions 
are acceptable. Discussed with 
local committee. Asked them to 
withhold comment until ' you 
have be«n consulted. Answer- on 
thiii ma t t e r mus t be obtained 
prior to 10:00 am. , J a n u a r y 30. 
Suggest meet ing -with you and 
committee. Please advise." 

The te legram sent to 'Van-
Camp, In ternat ional Represent
at ive of the Mine, Mill and 
Smel te r 'Workors, was sent by M. 
J. Kneb*l who handles negotia
tions and labor mat te r s for Nat
ional L«Bd. 

Depressed 
To this newspaper the pic ture 

looks like this: The mine and 
mill will close J a n u a r y 31 be
cause of the depressed lead pricn 
lUUl the Tact that the lead con-
t»hlrate8 cannot be sold. The re
f inery wlU slay open , workt^tg 
ort'iftockpile.'* aiifl - *:rkp, !f the 
union docs not Inaist on "bumi>-
ing" procedures which would put 
untra ined men in the reflnerj ' . 

It is understood, thoutrh not 
confirmed by this newspaper , 
that the members of Local 800 
have h.-irl several miHitinga lo 
discuss the mat te r but wi thout 
the pre.^cnce of 'VnnCamp. It Is 
k n o w n , loo, that the Company 
and the Union comml t t c t , to
gether with VanCamp, i ' i l l meet 
at the compnny offices on Sun
day, Janunry 29 at I p.m. The 
union members a re ijxpcctcd to 
meet following the ' company-

Chamber Tells 
Congressmen^ 
Of Conditions 

Wires Sen t 
To Symington , 
Long, Ichord 

Not content to sit idly by a n d 
watch the lead indust ry com-' 
pletely c rumble , the Freder ick-
town Chamber of Commerce this 
week sent wires to Senators S t u 
ar t Symington and Edward Long 
and to.Rep'"res«ntativo Dick Ich
ord, Urging-relief for tho s t r icken 
lead Industry of Missouri^-

L. AkJ^tercier, pres ident of tlie 
Chamber , told The Democrat -
News that there is legislation be 
ing fostered In 'Washington which 
would effect a system, of flexible 
imp>ort taxes on lead . and z i n c ' 
T h e legislation will contain a 
provision to el iminate the lead* 
zirfi tjuota system in effect sinc«> 
19M -by direction of- P rea iden t 
Eisenhpwer. , , - ,';„,iufi . 

In effect tl^is legislation would 
Impose a sliding i c a l e ' o f impor t 
taxes In addit ion Ho fixed diit let . -•, 

l a i m l l a r legfctatibn ; ^ - w M i i i n « ^ ' 
mously recommended last y»«r 
by the H o m e Way,* and MicanS 
Committe*. ' '-. 

Al ready received la one te le -
(Continued to Pa^e 5) 

Nichols To 
New Office 
In Capital 


